Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.125; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.2.
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Diethyl 2,6-dihydroxy-4-(3-nitrophenyl)-2,6-bis(trifluoromethyl)piperidine-3,5-dicarboxylate H.-K. Fun, S. Arshad, B. P. Reddy, V. Vijayakumar and S. Sarveswari
D-HÁ

Comment
In continuation of our earlier interest in 1,4-DHP's and piperidones (Palakshi Reddy et al., 2011a, b, c; Rathore et al., 2009; Rajesh et al., 2011) , herein we report synthesis and crystal structure of diethyl 4-(3-nitrophenyl)-2,6-bis(trifluoromethyl)-1,4-dihydropyridine-3,5-dicarboxylate.
In the molecular structure (Fig. 1) , the ethoxy and ethyl groups are disordered over two sets of sites, with 0.212 (18):0.788 (18) and 0.746 (6):0.254 (6) occupancy ratios, respectively. The piperidine ring (N1/C1-C5) adopts a chair conformation with puckering parameters Q = 0.5933 (18) Å, θ = 166.58 (17)° and φ = 2.5 (8)° (Cremer & Pople, 1975) . In addition, the mean plane through the piperidine ring and the benzene ring (C6-C10) are approximately perpedicular to each other with a dihedral angle of 89.59 (11)°. Intramolecular O7-H1O7···O6 and O8-H1O8···O4 hydrogen bonds (Table 1) stabilize the molecular structure and form two S(6) ring motifs (Bernstein et al., 1995) . Bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal range.
The crystal packing is shown in Fig. 2 . The molecules are linked via intermolecular O7-H1O7···O4, O8-H1O8···O6, C11-H11A···O7 and C11-H11A···O8 hydrogen bonds (Table 1 ) to form dimers.
Experimental
A mixture of 3-nitrobenzaldehyde (1 mmol), ethyl 4,4,4-trifluoro-3-oxobutanoate (2 mmol) and ammonium acetate (1 mmol) were mixed along with 10 ml of ethanol and refluxed for about 2 h. The progress of the reaction was monitored by TLC.
After completion, the reaction mixture was cooled to room temperature and allowed to stand for 2 days. The solid product obtained was washed with ether and recrystallized from ethanol to give colourless crystals. M. p.: 395-397 K. Yield: 80%.
Refinement
The ethoxy and ethyl groups are disordered over two sets of sites, with 0.212 (18) 
